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Abstract: Problem statement: Malaysia Youth Council (MBM) which is also knowrs &ational
Youth Council is a Non-Governmental Organizatiors@) accredited to represent the voice of youth
generation in Malaysia. Its’ main aim is to boost anotivate youth organizations to play a positive
and effective role towards society and country. deer, does MBM currently being transformed
holistically in the true sense as the catalyst afdylsian youth development? Does MBM's presence
being felt by youth in Malaysia completelyproach: Data for this study were collected based on
literature analysis, random observations on thenawte that happened, discussion among fellow
researchers in the field of youth development aidcsive and informal feedback from a number of
fellow practitioners that are active in youth wankMalaysia.Results: Analysis found thathere are
still several outdated issues that need to be resolyetialy related to the weakness of the youth
organizations in Malaysia, whereby this not reflde acknowledgement of MBM as the body that
fight for the youth concerns in Malaysi@onclusion: The findings provide space for further research
on issues raised from various perspectives agart Gmpowering Malaysian youth in the near future.
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INTRODUCTION youth which is generation of post-modern knowledge
era, have high personality, smart in using knowkedg
Youth constitute half of the Malaysian population for life progress and contribute to development of
(D'silva et al.,, 2010). Continuation of nation society and nation (Jalaluddin, 2009). As such,tlyou
development agenda need to involve youth as parttnerdevelopment activities should be reactive towards
Statistics from Department of Statistical Malaysiayouth needs, focus on accentuating the potential
shows that in 2008, from 27.7 million people in (Azimi, 2005) so that all the earnest aspiratiois o
Malaysia, 11.26 million people (40.6%) is from ylout the country for this generation can be accomplished
group. Meanwhile, it is expected that in 2012, the
number of youth in Malaysia will be increased to66L Hope of youth development in Malaysia: Youth
million (40.2%). Asnarulkhadi (2009) stated that problem need to be approached. Reluctant to dismuss
demographically, youth is categorized as individimal this issues would only detrimental for the couritryhe
age group of 15 till 40 years is significant nuncatly  future. Youth who do not contribute to the countiot
and if translated into power sources, youth isonly because loss to oneself, but also to the cpasta
positively influential towards nation formation whole. Therefore, youth development philosophytbas
whether from politic aspect (voters), social (uhity be clear. The goal of positive youth development is
and economy (human capital). Youth generation irhard to be achieved if the philosophy highlighted i
Malaysia must be developed as homo intelligencerague and ambiguous.
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Delgado (2002) stated that positive youth All parties should realize that youth in Malaysia
development aim to identify youth needs and culéva today is a generation that is rejoicing the ‘pleasof
relevant competency towards producing successfuhdependence gained by the earlier generation wthyo
adult generation. Compared to the approach of geeinGaining a pleasure or benefits without struggle and
youth as problematic group, positive youth approacheffort has place the youth nowadays in ‘comfortable
on the other hand, see this group as sources amtbge zone’. Maybe it is not false to say that the peatinof
based from their strength and ability, nurturedhair  youth generation nowadays is much influenced bisido
own community (Delgado, 2002). produced from entertainment either within our own

Youth development is a process, not an eventountry or western countries. Even there are thuisa
(Samsudin, 2007). Conflict on youth developmentquotes within youth generation who made the noble
always happens in term of balancing betweernwarriors such as the Prophet a.s and others figare
investment of infrastructure development andtheir idols, but the reality which happens is that
individual development (Samsudin, 2007). In Malaysi characteristics of youth nowadays seems to deny the
the paradigm of youth development area needs to bguotes they uttered.
shifted to make Malaysia as a hub of global youth
development. The setting of particular resolution MATERIALSAND METHODS
related to youth development policy should be based
high impact researches other than systematic This concept study was developed based on a
implementation. However, does the status of youthgualitative method. It involved analysis of thetdture
development level in Malaysia if measured from theon selective writing and research on a series of
aspect of youth involvement, programs allotmentscontemporary youth development in Malaysia, thas wa
within focus group, effective cost and return onspearheaded by experts in local youth developnimt.
investment? Based on current scenario, answers top of it, further data was collected through ramdo
questions raised clearly place Malaysia far from th observations together with fellow researchers aeru
hope of actual youth development. issues specifically on the effectiveness of MBM in

facing the challenges of youth development in
Transformation of youth development in current Malaysia. Several selective and informal feedback o
era: Youth represent a significant group in a society.the issues pertaining to the relevance and thetdbre
Youth characteristics within society is able theitgive ~ 0f MBM in the future were obtained from selected
hope or despair to the country. In the currentmiest of ~ Youth work practitioners.
the issues and social problems happened in Malaysia
involved the youth. Crisis that occurs may downlibat RESULTS
hope of youth development in this country.

What is actually happening to the youth generation  The positive development of youth is an
in Malaysia these days? Do the facilities and stftacture  investment towards the development of each young
developed by the government all this while hasgmegb  individual. It is inclusive of the self-leadershgither
the sufficient opportunity to the youth generationtheir ~ from thinking perspective, emotion or physical kight
rights of self-development? If been compared, ieye is  sources or approaches. Youth leadership qualitgydw
huge difference between contemporary youth figares grabs the attention of discussion that worries many
youth figures that were born during the colonizatadf  concerned parties in society.

Malaysia? Who is the ‘culprit’ that has killed theal In Malaysia, the existence of Malaysia Youth
potential of our youth nowadays? Council (MBM) as a non-governmental organization

Therefore, the effort of youth development inand main body that coordinate youth organizatioms a
Malaysia in this era should not be done ignorantlystudents illustrates how serious is the approadamtéo
(Aribi et al., 2007) and adhere to the interest ofform a youth leaderships with quality. Up to today,
particular individual or group only. Old-fashioned there are 36 national bodies and state youth ctsunci
approach that has successfully produced youthdgur with 4 allied bodies merged with MBM.
in the past need to be re-evaluated. This is becaus The existence of MBM as a main body that
youth development is very sensitive to the chargfes coordinates youth organizations under it is a huge
orientation within the society. Generally, socidaty blessing to the country and should be appreciated b
Malaysia has changed a lot. Facility, comfort, figes  youth generation in Malaysia. MBM establishmeniis
for self and family is something that becomes ani§i  accordance with effort and objective of the country
to the society nowadays. towards nurturing a youth generation that is abladt
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as proactive partners in development. MBM operatesnembers? Is it not the objective of MBM establishine
based on three main functions namely implementingf the Allotment of Youth Organization and
policy and youth development programs, coordinateDevelopment Act 2007; Section 49 (1) to boost and
and organize activity, service and advocation; aotl encourage youth association to play positive and
as the representative channel at various scopes aedfective role towards society and nation; stimalahd
levels (Azimiet al., 2002). create relationship, cooperation, understanding and

Behind MBM'’s recognition as representing the connection among youth association and youths who
voice of youth through its mission of operationset are balanced in various fields; and nurture
wearisome syndrome that is shackling youthresponsibilities, patriotism and volunteerism among
organizations in Malaysia also drags a controvkersiayouth association?
issue related to the relevance of MBM on this. MBM'’s aim is to become ‘Bottom Billion’ which
Samsudin (2007) stated that from approximately 600@ct as People Spokesperson in whatever matters
youth associations that are registered in Malaymidy  pertaining to youth at grassroots level, nationadl a
about 3000 youth associations that are activeis8tat international level (MBM, 2010). However, what are
showed that until year 2006, Malaysia has 2445tyoutthe honest views of MBM on the paradigm shift of
associations that are active, 278 newly establishegouth association in Malaysia? Does MBM idealism
youth associations, 1532 associations cancelled8fd still fail to give the impact to majority of youtto be
associations that applied to be established butbkead involved in association? Thus, considering the enfrr
rejected (Aribiet al., 2007). scenario that restraint youth development in Makys

In another related scenario, Azimi and Turimandoes the view that recognize MBM as representatfve
(1997) regard that most youth associations inyouth voice is a paradox? It is undeniable that MBM
Malaysia are still at infant maturity level, sevieaae  has produced many leadership talents that could be
in youth maturity level and only a few achieved lhdu considered as successful in Malaysia, even so, if
maturity level. Scenario in Malaysia also showeatth measured from holistic youth development, does it
not more than 10% of youth generation becomes thaorth the issues and social crisis that stroke lyout
members of youth association and moreovergeneration in Malaysia?
according to Samsudin (2007) the capacity of
existing youth associations to accommodate the 11.1 DISCUSSION
million youths in Malaysia is limited.

Current scenario of leadership and management of  positive youth development is an interpretation of
youth association is not much different from whatlh the orientation of life in a particular society.ttdugh
happened in the year seventies ago (Azimi andhere are parties that called themselves as youth
Turiman, 1996). Observations on the associationglevelopment champion, however the fact is youth
show several weakness that are still happening asch development itself does not need monopoly powee. Th
lack of participation of members in associationquestion is, does the youth generation which agpive
activities, conduct ad-hoc activities instead ofbe born by the nation is aligned with what had been
activities based on members’ desire, do not placemphasized by the society nowadays? For instance,
societal agenda as a priority and only few assioriat does the emphasis solely on the academic achietemen
have programs that are specific to produce successwith ignorance on the other important aspect sush a
leaders (Azimi and Turiman, 1996). personality excellence able to accentuate youth

Azimi and Turiman (1996) stated that many youthpotentials as desired by the country? Where is&hee
associations have leaders or members with persondlthe country has many youth groups that have ntece
interest or personal gain such as getting the dppity ~ academic achievement but at the same time have
to join tour program, attending seminar or achigvin corrupt thinking and behaviors?
certain status. This condition according to Azimida As life orientation in society is shaping youth
Turiman (1996) analogically like a little baby whoes  generation characters, thus society role should be
for milk, for the diaper to be changed, to be pusteep empowered. Even it is undeniable that the existing
and to be given medicine. youth development platform like MBM is very helpful

The question is what is the role of MBM as a mainas a body to coordinate and regulate all youth
body at national level in coordinating all youth organizations, but the main issue is on whethersdoe
associations that merged under it? Are the effort$he youth group in Malaysia need MBM? Values that
carried out by MBM effective enough in approachinghave been stressed by society today insist youttoto
weaker youth associations to become affiliatesomething that is more important to fulfill recent
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demands of life. Peremptorily, youths’ demand,The answer is certainly no. Hence, although youth
desire and need should be refined. Although moneyevelopment sometimes become so subjective because
is not everything, but for youth group nowadays,of overloading of explicit and implicit discoursbut
everything needs money. Federation of Malaysiarcollectively it still can be measured based on the
Consumer Associations (FOMCA) exposed that adiasness scenario which occurred. Conditionally,
many as 41 youths in Malaysia aged between 21-4@ublicity of youth development content should make
years are declared bankruptcy every day Utusaequally so that objective assessment could be made.
Malaysia, 2011, which is something serious and nee®8ased on argument on how complex it is to prove the
to be handled. investment of each individual on positive youth
In another different context, statistic shows thatdevelopment, this series of youth development oatr
many Malay potential voters, especially young peopl in nature. In the context of youth leadership lBM,
are not registered as voters Utusan Malaysia, 2014ensitivity to nature, wants and needs of youthtrhas
which conjure up ‘horrible nightmare’ to MBM as a highlighted. Research done by Malaysia Research
youth body that is influential and recognized aslinstitute of Youth Development found that 65% oé th
representing the youth group in Malaysia. The rafio programs that are organized by the youth orgawoigati
1:40 Malay voters compared to Non-Malay voters isare not interesting Utusan Malaysia, 2011 thus ynapl
surprising Utusan Malaysia, 2011 as if Malay yoisth message to MBM to do some transformation. Hence,
ignorant if power among the Malays are lost. MBM need to prove its relevance to the demand of a
Research by Barisan National Youth Laboratorytotal youth development. An effective organizatisn
formulated that most young voters took the nonigamt  an organization that is successful adapting itgatjman
(impartial) on nation politics Utusan Malaysia, 201 with current situation. Therefore, this study rédes
Related cynical issue arise on how MBM interpretati the issue on relevancy of MBM as the catalyst aftho
of Malaysian youth perception on their existencedevelopment in Malaysia nowadays and in the future.
pertaining to the issue of neglecting responsigditto
register as voters. If responsibility issue on deieing REFERENCES
future nation leadership is ignored by youth, thémat is
the expected perception of Malaysian youth on theéAribi, A.S., N.M. Sahari and H.N. Ahmad, 2007. Ybut

leadership of MBM and its relevance in raising yout not registered under association. Malaysia
dignity? Could we say that youth is aware of MBMlan Research Institute of Youth Development.

its leadership in deciding the direction of youth Asnarulkhadi, A.S., 2009. Emptiness of nationaltiiou
development in Malaysia in the future? policy-supporting  youth  potential  through

In author's viewpoint, assessment of MBM transformation of conflict approach. Malaysian J.
relevance from Malaysian youth perspective shoed b Youth Studi., 1: 1-22.
studied. Although the objective of MBM establishmen Azimi, H. and S. Turiman, 1996. Issues and chalsng
is very noble, however does the youth in Malaysia i in youth development. Pceedings of the Negeri
much depends on MBM existence? According to  Sembilan Youth Council Conference, Jul. 22-22.
Asnarulkhadi (2009), MBM is perceived as bound t0Azimi, H. and S. Turiman, 1997. Excellent Culture i
top-down planning, whereby it has become usual vguth Association.
practice in such planning where the purpose anf\zimi H. 2005. Helping Malaysian Youth Move
method to achieve certain decision much depenttseto Forward: Unleashing the Prime Enablers.
leaders only. Also according to him, the actualdseef Azimi. H.. S. Turiman and T. Ezhar. 2002. Youth

youth from their own perspective are only be the ati . lavsia: _ devel N d
residual items in such significant discussion oficgo organization In malaysia. —development an

formulation. Therefore, research quo vadis MBM is .potential enhancement._ Univer.siti Putra Malaysia.
to oppose or confirm pessimistic argument that se®'Silva, J.L., H.AM. Shaffril, J. Uli and B.A. Saah,
MBM as not more than a platform for potential 2010. Socio-demography factors that influence youth
politician leaders to be put forward for the future attitude towards contract farming. Am. J. Applied,
Sci., 7: 603-608. DOIL0.3844/ajassp.2010.603.608
CONCLUSION Delgado, M., 2002. New frontiers for youth

development in the twenty-first century:
Perspective of youth development should not be revitalizing and broadening youth development.
viewed in a shallow context. Does someone’s  Columbia University Press.
personality should become famous first so that thealaluddin, A.M., 2009. Post smart city and youth
success is renowned on youth development program? development. Malaysian J. Youth Stud., 1: 43-68.
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