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Abstract: Problem statement: One of the significant groups of young women ingpitution is the
runaways, children under 18 years of age who |éerae without the permission of their parents or
legal guardians. In this case, runaways also imcltitcowaways’, young people who are forced to
leave home or who are not actively sought afternthey do leave home. Even though both groups of
children are terminologically different, they ame similar situation. Both are not living with their
parents or legal guardian&pproach: This research used children-centered approachidssing the
sensitivity of the nature of child prostitution atiee fact that it is a small scale research. Al tot®%3
sexually exploited young women who were residemtsvo rehabilitation centers participated in this
research. Both centers were located in Peninsuldaydia (West Malaysia). In this research, both
gquantitative and qualitative methods were ugeebults. The incidence of running away from home
among the young women interviewed was excessivah©B63 respondents, 84.1% admitted running
away from home at least once. The majority of theseng women ran away from home because they
felt depressed with their family situations, werglienced by friends or boyfriends, or they were
having problems with their mothers/stepmothers. Vérsked about problems at home, 81% confessed
that they had problems at home. There were founmgajoblems frequently cited by the young
women: Parental lack of love and attention (ematiomeglect), family members always fighting,
parental lack of responsibility or physical neglaod parental substance abuse and/or gambling. All
the young women agreed that the problems facedmthhad had significant impacts on their life.
Conclusion: Neglect, abuse and violence at home appeared ¢oriigbuting factors towards children
running away from home thus leading them into putsbn.
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INTRODUCTION more than 10 times; the mean age of first time
runaways is 13.4 years. They also report that ab8ut
It is estimated that several hundred thousand tef the respondents were told to leave home by their
over two million children run away from or are thno  parents or guardians, of which 40% were told towdea
out of their homes each year, at least half of them  home between 2-4 times, 16% between 5-10 times and
to prostitution in order to survié Several studies 32% for more than 10 times. The mean age of
have found that up to 77-90% of young women inrespondents forced to leave home for the first time
prostitution ran away from home, at least once teefo 15.1 years. In Moscow, IPE reports that runaways
they turn to prostitution. However, many have children are more inclined to be involved in priogion
extensive runaway histori&, (77.9%) as compared to other criminal activities
In Thailand, the United NatioR8 reports that the (56.9%).
prevalence of running away from home among
prostituted young people is much higher, that i%92 The causes of children running away from home:
Other sources find that two out of three young wome According to Flowerd, there are two major
in prostitution are runaways; 84% of them reportmotivations that lead children to run away from kom
current or past homelessnéd¥. Raphael and and opt for the streets. The first is to avoid amgonal
Shapir&#¥ discovers that almost 56% of respondentsexperience or consequence that they expect to occur
who are involved in prostitution ran away from hoate The second is to escape a recurrent or ongoing
least once, one-third ran away between 2-4 tim&% 2 unpleasant, painful, or difficult experience inithide.
ran away between 5-10 times and 30% ran away foSchaffnef” indicates that young people choose to run
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away from home as a last resort in order to esfiape  social bond, which arise from childhood sexual &bus
abuse and not as a result of ‘impulsive decisignah  will make young people vulnerable to run away from
‘incorrigible delinquent’. Many sources documenatth home or families in order to join friends on theests,
majority of these young people ran away fromwho later introduce them to delinquent activitiegls
dysfunctional homes or homes with physically, as prostitution. Widof proves that childhood sexual
emotionally and sexually abusive environments, saech abuse victims are more likely to runaway from home
parental harassment, violence, parental drugs anato the streets before ending up in prostitutidm.
alcohol abuse, neglect and other family probf&f€®  addition, McClanaharet al.*® report that childhood
Several researchers have found that 44-77 % ofg/ounsexual abuse victims who have run away from horae ar
women on the streets ran away from home in order teignificantly more likely than non-runaways to have
flee from violence at home and/or in their commynit ever been prostituted (44.7%) and engaged in reutin
including physical abuse, gun violence, gang vicken prostitution (35.6%). Silbéff! finds that almost all the
and ph}/sical assaults on the way to and while inyoung women (96%) were runaways prior to starting
schooP?. prostitution and almost all the subjects (94%) ety
According to Yateset al.*¥, young women who negatively about themselves just prior to starting
ran away from home and engaged in prostitution irprostitution.
most cases have histories of childhood abuse, Running away from home may turn children to the
particularly sexual abuse. Many studies find that 3 streets and then become homédie§s Mclintyré™®
73% of runaway children experienced sexual abuseeports many young people ‘gravitate’ towards the
whether by family members or outsiders before legqwvi streets because they feel their ‘street familyalide to
homé?”?%l Saphir&® reports that more than half of the look after their needs. In addition, they also feel
runaways were victims of sexual or physical abuse awanted, nurtured, supported and protected. However,
home, 25% of them were raped and almost all cambving on the streets with the vulnerability resodf
from dysfunctional families. Whitbeck and HEfind ~ from psychological effects of early sexual abuse,
the percentage of children running away from homaenferiority complex, insecurity, social dislocatiowith
because of neglect and domestic abuse/violenceeis e no safe place to sleep and with little or no mofay
higher. They report that 59% of respondents ranyawafood or shelter exposes these young people toategre
from home because they were neglected, 28% werdanger of sexual victimization beyond exploitation
abandoned by parents for 24 h, 81% were pushed dhrough prostitutio®*?. These children become the
grabbed in anger, 64% were threatened with a gun aasiest target of pimps and sexual predgtors
knife, 18% were asked by a caregiver to perform a  One study finds that being homeless for longer
sexual activity and 21% were forced to engage in ahan 30 days is the single most determinative facto
sexual activity. Kamalat al.*” also indicate that of causing runaways to be prostitution victfffls This is
250 children interviewed, 80% left home when theypecause they will be approached for sex or lurégd in
were 12-16 years old. The reasons for leaving homgrostitution within 36-48 h of being on the strééts
are, above all, conflicts with their fathers (18%), johnsoH® reports the longer children remain on the
violence and maltreatment by re_lat|ves or guard'a”§treets, the less likely they are to return home the
(20%) and sexual abuse by relatives and members @f,re |ikely they will be forced to turn to prostian in

the family (3%). order to survive. However, Flow&argues that no

Many scholars agree that violence and abuse %atter what the reason is for the children to hieve

home is the biggest contributing factor as to why
children run away from hom&®.* Therefore, it has home and how long they stayed on the streets, these

been argued that it is not sexual abuse, ratharimgn children are at high risk of entering prostitutisimce

away from home that leads children into prostiimfﬂ% they do not have adults to care for them.

Barrett? suggests that running away is a more salient

factor for becoming involved in prostitution than MATERIALSAND METHODS

childhood sexual abuse. Dean and Thorsamdicate

most prostituted young people were initially rungsa  Child prostitution in nature is a difficult and sitive
subject. Still, there is an urgent need to reseéfth

The effects of running away from home: The social One of the reasons for this research is because, as

control theory explains the existence of the linksociety, we in Malaysia have very limited knowledde

between running away and prostitution involvemeit o the phenomenon, as well as limited explanationhef t

childred®’. The theory suggests that failures in theinvolvement of childreé Dean and Thoms&h Many
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aspects are still unknown and are pretty muchrable 1: Age of respondents

concealed from society. Age Frequency Percentage
In this research, the use of the children-centered3 L 16
: ; 1 16
approach would seem to be the right choice;g 5 79
considering that children in prostitution are witsi of 16 14 222
sexual exploitation, whereby the nature of thel7 14 22.2
phenomenon is sensitive and the scale of research 18 28 444

small. This approach is concerned with the pressure™®@ 63 100.0

and influences that affect children involved ine&<h
more than other approacHgs It has the ability to

Table 2: Frequency of runaway

R | . . . Frequency of runaway Frequency Percentage
minimize any possible risk to the children resgtin 7" 19 358
from the research. In principle, the approach mlace; ; jnes 10 18.9
children at the centre of the research processyte®)  5.¢ fimes 11 20.8
them as 5s}omally competent and worthy  0f7 g imes 4 75
investigatiof®. It  recognizes children as 9-10times 3 5.7
knowledgeable individuals who know about their ownMore than 10 times 6 113
worlds more than adulf§. Adults do not always know Total 53 100.0

everything about children’s worlds, what they aoénd _
and thinkinéZS]. This approach would also be an Table 3: Reasons for running away from home

advantage to the children because it gives therR€asons __ _______ Frequency Percentage
tuniti t dd thei ituati ithoutlad Depressed with the family situation 15 28.3
Pppor un_' Ies o address their situation withou Influenced by a friend or boyfriend 15 28.3
Interventions. Problems with mother/stepmother 12 22.6
This research was conducted with the participatiorrights with brother/sister 6 11.3
of young women safeguarded from prostitution in twgProblems with father/stepfather 5 9.4
rehabilitation centers. Both centers are located ifotal 53 100.0

Peninsular Malaysia (West Malaysia). In this reskar

both quantitative and qualitative methods are usedl6.95 years old. Young women of 18 years old weee t
According to Poindext&’ the use of a combination of majority of the respondents (44.4%) who particigate
qualitative and quantitative methods is often cdesed  this survey.

the best and most efficient approach to collectimg The incidence of running away from home among
depth and complete information for research, sthee the young women interviewed was excessive. Of the 6
two compliment each other and make up for what th@espondents, 84.1% (53 respondents) ran away from
other method lacks. The advantage of using thesgome at least once. Nearly 36% ran away once or
methods is that it allows such a difficult targed@p of  twice, 39.7% between 3 to 6 times and 13.2 % betwee

young women in prostitution to be approached with7.10 times (Table 2). Six respondents ran away from
respect to their rights, vulnerability, safety andpgome more than 10 times.

confidentiality.

_ Table 3 shows the majority of these young women
A total of 86 sexually exploited young women

. . i ran away from home because they felt depressed with
were interviewed, which represents a 100% of thal to their family situation (28.3%), were influenced by

residents in both centers who consented to paatiei; friends or boyfriends (28.3%), or because they were
the research. However, only 63 residents wer . . .
considered relevant for the research. Of thos%'avIng problems  with their m_others/stepmothers
eliminated, 17 were found not involved in any atyiv 22.6%). A few respondents mentioned that they fan
related to prostitution, while six young women efd ~ 2Wway from home because of problems they faced with
to take part in this research. t_he|r fathers/step_fathers (9.4%) a_lnd because qliémet
fights they had with brothers or sisters (11.3%).
RESULTS When counterchecked with problems faced at
home, 81% (51 respondents) of the 63 respondents
Table 1 shows the age of respondents whdeported they had problems at home. About 35% faced
participated in this survey. The youngest responderpnly one problem, but the majority (64.6%) had
was 13 years old and the oldest was 18. Nearly 80% suffered from multiple problems at home (Table 4).
them were between 16-18 years old and about 11%wo respondents faced as much as five problems
were 13-15. The average age of the respondeass concurrently.
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Table 4: Number of problems at home situation, the influence of friends or boyfriendsda
No. of problems Frequency Percentage pecause of problems with their mothers/stepmothers.

; ig ggg These reasons are not surprising as the majdfrity o
3 9 17.6 these young women felt neglected and stressedalue t
4 4 7.8 difficult life experiences at home, with parentatk of

5 2 3.9 love and attention (emotional neglect), family memb
Total 51 100.0

always fighting, parental lack of responsibility

Table 5: Types of problem at home (physical neglect) and parental substance abuse and

Types of problem Frequency Percentage 9ambling. As reported by other researchers abbesgt
Parental lack of love and attention 39 76.5 young women also ran away from dysfunctional homes
(emotional neglect) o in order to flee from violence, physical abuse and
Ei?;':\{;’g?fiﬁ:ggﬁz;Eﬁi';;'”9 fg Zg:g emotional abud&’®?! Closer examination finds that
(physical neglect) young women who ran away from home at least once
Parental substance abuse 8 15.7 were vulnerable to be drawn into prostitution andre
Parental gambling 7 13.7 more so for those who ran away several times iir the
Parental tight discipline 4 7.8 e . . .
Parental mental health problem 1 20 lifetime. Two respondents in this study providegomd
Note: The respondents gave more than one answers example of this process:

Three years ago, | thought that by running away
Table 6: The effect of the problems at home from home, | could prove to my father that even
Effects Frequency Percentage \ithout his love and support | would still surviead
EZZ: gsglsicl::gsion 4208 7584?'9 have a successful life. | was desperately tryingrave
Feel no freedom 5 gg that life would be better of without him. That itag

wrong of him to divorce my mother and not let me se

respondents at home. There are four major problemi® the world. He was cruel, ruthless and hurtfuhte
frequently cited by the young women: parental lagk Own daughter. | wanted him to realize that he haden
love and attention (emotional neglect) (76.5%), iflam the biggest mistake in his life by neglecting mel an
members always fights particularly between fathed a Marrying my stepmother. Alas, those things never
mother (70.6%), parental lack of responsibility orhappened. Instead, | ended up being a prostitateing
physical neglect (25.5%) and parental substanceeabu™y body for money. o o

and/or gambling (29.4%). A few reported they had  (Rozana, a 15 year-old victim of prostitution).
suffered from a tight discipline at home (7.8%) and  Actually that was not the first time | ran awagrfr
mother’s mental problem (2.0%). home. | did more than five times before. Every time

All the young women who had problems at homefaced disciplinary action at school, 1 would rungwa
agreed that they had had a significant impact @ir th from home ... My drug problem worsened during my
life. About 78% believed the problems made thenh feestay with Mamat. | became totally dependent on
neglected, 54.9% experienced stress or tension andarijuana. Mamat would not always give me the drug
9.8% felt a lack of freedom (Table 6). Many werarfd  for free. Sometimes, | needed to find money to luy
to have suffered from multiple psychological immact  from him. Therefore, | traded sex with other gang

members, as well as with Mamat's flatmates. Some
DISCUSSION paid for sex with money, while others with drugs.
(Dilla, a 13 year-old victim of prostitution).

The research finds that 84.1% of the young women  Depressed with ones family situation is part @ th
interviewed were running away from home. Theemotional neglect and abuse faced by these chilaren
findings are consistent with previous studies, Whéf-  home. Huntét? finds that childhood emotional abuse
90% of children in prostitution reported runnin®  js considered more significant in relation to the
home at least once before turning to prostitdtibl**"  jnyolvement of young women in prostitution than
Yet, the current study finds that many young womerchildhood sexual and physical abuse. She repatsoth
had an extensive history of running away duringthe 123 survivors of prostitution, 85% reportedihg\a
childhood compared to the Raphael and Shafifb’s history of incest, 90% a history of physical abasel
findings above. The reasons given for running awaygo a history of emotional abuse during childhood.
were primarily due to feeling depressed over timeilfa  Emotional neglect and abuse turns the childrerhéo t
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streets to find love and affection they lost or erev 9.
received from their own familiés’.

CONCLUSION

To sum up, neglect, abuse and violence at home

appear to be contributing factors towards childrenig.

running away from home, thus leading them into
prostitution. It is important to note that not alhaway
children end up in prostitution and that not all
prostituted children are runaways. However,
unstructured and unsupervised childhood, emotional
deficiencies and other family crises increase the
probability that runaways will engage in prostiuti
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