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Abstract: Problem statement: Agriculture for numerous years has been a sour@gcome generator
that offered wide opportunities for employment amhancing the socio-economic status of mankind
in many countries. Without doubt acceptance ofcadftiral sustainable practices will bring much
benefit to the farming community especially in thag run to overcome the scarcity of resources and
continuous income. Aim of this study was to detaemtontract farming entrepreneurs’ acceptance of
sustainable agricultural practices and the issmeslved in their level of acceptancgpproach: This

is a qualitative study and the data was collectedhfa focus group discussion on seven contract
farming entrepreneurs in Cameron Highlands, Maty3ihe researchers played the role as the
instrument during the data collection process amdnéerview guide assisted researchers to obtain
objectives of the study. Data obtained from thgoeslents was recorded and eventually transformed
into verbatim transcripts for the process of datalgsis. Results. It was identified that contract
farming entrepreneurs have a sound knowledge daisable agricultural practices and they belief it
is vital for mankind. However, their level of actapce is still not significant as they perceivet they

still need much support from the relevant agriaeéitagenciesConclusion/Recommendation: It is
suggested that all concerned parties should makendlcessary sacrifices and put in more effort in
ensuring that contract farming entrepreneurs widrgually embrace sustainable agricultural prastice
that will bring benefit to the present and futuengrations.

Key words: Sustainable agriculture practices, contract farmémérepreneurs, agriculture agencies,
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INTRODUCTION Lately, the concept of sustainability has become a
buzzword especially among policy makers as an

In many countries agriculture remains as anintérvention to overcome the zealous approach by

important component in blazing the economic gromhgzgh'rggsm_rﬁ\ée; r@il)t(:?;lggcttgfisuﬁggg g:e;\g;?ble
and its contribution is indeed invaluable as a pnemt ’ 9 P

more nations are emphasizing on the need to promote

income generator not only for developing countriesy,qy systainable practices that will ensure a dsubl

but also for the under-developed nations. True ghou fg|d benefit in terms of flourishing of food prodien
in Malaysia similar scenarios are available wherebyand the resurrection of a greener economy. Gemerall
agriculture is seen as an enigma of growth thasustainable agriculture is termed as an approach to
provides the much needed income particularly fer th ensure economic, social and ecological sustaitygbili
rural community (Bahamaet al., 2010). In the 2011 and in a parallel pattern, Tatlicst al. (2008) indicated
budget, a total of USD1.6 billion had been allodads that sustainability is achieved via the mtegratuirthe
the Malaysian Government firmly believes that thedevelop_ment process thrqugh the three dimensions of
. .economic, social and environment whereby long term
agriculture sector shpuld n.ot. be neglected and 'gmployment and income stability will push for
needed greater attention as it is an important @eap economic sustainability, continuous participatioant
to fight against terrifying elements such as int3b  the farming community will bring towards ensuring
of food production and food insecurity. social sustainability and well-managed natural
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resources ensure environmental sustainability. @& t Basically, the contract farming project is desigried
other hand, Bhutto and Bazmi (2007) suggest thencrease the revenue of farmers and to ensure the
characteristics of sus_te}inable agriculture is @zhtr quality of agricultural production and the implertaion
greoﬁggatrig%tterz pﬁ)rt"’r‘i'gt'gg Jgasg'l o?‘m?gr)trillizaerr]g Igg%f sustainable agricultural practices among farmers
9 +approp g ndeniably, with ardent support services from the

pesticides and placing investments in agriculture” . . .
research and extension services. various departments, the contract farming project i

Undoubtedly, the acceptance of good sustainaplédeed an enterprising mechanism that would enable
agriculture practices brings much benefit to thenfag ~ farmers to improve on their livelihood and adopt
community especially in the long run as evident insustainable agricultural practices. However, notnyna
previous research (D'Silvet al., 2010). However, it is studies have been implemented to investigate on the
often the case that though sustainable agriculturahcceptance of sustainable agriculture practicesngmo
practices bring much value to the farming community contract farming entrepreneurs. Thus, this study wi
it is indeed an arduous responsibility for farmévs  empark on determining contract farming entrepresieur

accept and implement it in their farms. acceptance of sustainable agricultural practices of
A thorough search of the existing literature shdwe L . . !
the thriving agricultural areas in Malaysia.

that there are a number of factors that influertue t

acceptance of sustainable agriculture practices. MATERIALSAND METHODS
According to D'Silvaet al. (2010) and Ulet al. (2010)
if apt knowledge connected to sustainable agriceltu The primary data for this study was obtained

practices is transferred to farmers, it will briagout through a qualitative case study via a focus group
magnanimous returns, whereby new innovations ijiscussion technique so as to obtain a richer and i
agriCUltUre will be discovered and henceforth theSQjepth perspective on sustainable agricu|tu|’e [ﬂmtl
innovations  will lead to a higher level of from contract farming entrepreneurs in Cameron
competitiveness, ~ enhanced  productivity  andHighlands, Malaysia. Cameron Highlands renowned for
improvement in the quality of life among farmersn O jts' tourist destination is a haven for tea plantsg and
the other hand, Guet al., (2005) mentioned that strawberry farms besides boasting a rich rainforest
continuous support from various stakeholders sieh aecosystem. The seven contract farming entrepreneurs
the policy makers and agriculture agencies arguho took part in the focus group discussion voltityta
significant in ensuring that the farming entrepense consented to participate in the discussion and Hae
continue to practise sustainable agriculture. Aeoth yast experience and ventured into big farms which
factor much highlighted in the literature that @  produce vegetables mainly for the nation’s consionpt
influence on acceptance of sustainable agriculture |n undertaking the qualitative study, the researsh
practices is attitude (D'Silvaet al., 2010). It is had observed several guidelines whereby firstly the
undeniable that pOSitive attitude will lead to @ger researchers p|ayed the role as the instrumentgjmm
acceptance among mankind and this is in paralltd wi data collection process, the researchers met the
the acceptance of sustainable agriculture practiyes respondents to obtain a rich understanding onsthieeis
the farming community whereby farmers with a at stake and eventually the researchers analysetbta
positive attitude will greatly appreciate the esgenf i descriptive manner based on transcribed wordings
sustainable agriculture practices. Besides thefadaf  from the respondents.
knowledge, support and positive attitude that dbate Prior to the focus group discussion, each respunde
greatly toward the acceptance of sustainable dgfieu  was given a form to answer questions pertaining to
practices, another significant factor is the befiefmers  personel background and basic information. The
have on sustainable agriculture practices. Whandes  researchers were guided by an interview guide that
belief that sustainable agriculture brings muchdfién assisted the researchers to achieve the objediviwe
to them, it will greatly enhance their acceptarmsard  study. Besides, the use of tape recorders had défee
sustainable (D'Silvat al., 2010). researchers’ tasks in managing the data and tiaimggr

One of the high impact projects implemented bythe data into verbatim transcripts.
the_ Malaysian Ministry of Agriculture mvo!vmg RESULTS
various departments such as the Federal Agricliltura
Marketing Authority, Agriculture Department, Farraer Table 1 indicates the socio-demographic profile of
Organization Authority, Research and Developmenthe respondents studied. Out of the seven entrepren
Institute and others is the contract farming prbjec who took part in the discussion, all of them arexme
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Table 1: Socio demographic profile of respodents
Demographic characteristics Percentage (%)

understanding on matters pertaining to good prastic
Mean of sustainable agriculture. For example, the follayv

Gender informants  described their understanding of
Male 100 i ;

sustainable agriculture.
Female 0
Race . . . . .
Malay 43 'Sustainable agriculture in my opinion is we use
Indian 57 less pesticide, usually when | farm, when there is
Age (years) 37 an attack, only then | will use pesticide, thabaits
20-29 29 s
30-39 29 depends on the percentage of the attack, if @&ss |
40-49 29 than 20% | do not use pesticide but will try other
50 and above 13 ways and means, because we think about our
éi‘f(’)'n‘(’jfaerd“ca“o” - customers’ (Respondent 1).
College y 29 'We understand the importance of crop rotation.
Monthly income (value in RM) 3250 When we plant, we need to change, if it is cabbage,
2000-2999 57 it cannot be cabbage throughout. For me | plant
3000-3999 14 cabbage twice, then change with brinjal, then
4000 and above 29 foll db Y d h
Farming experience (years) ollowed by peas. We need to change, we cannot
1-5 43 12 plant one throughout the year. If we rotate we can
6-10 dab 14 hinder crops being attacked by diseases’
11 and above 43
Number of employed workers (Respondent 2)'
1-2 29 4 ) ) -
3-4 42 Despite having adequate knowledge pertaining to
5 and above 29 sustainable agriculture practices, the informants

described that it is not easy to implement it. Agndime
This is not surprising since it is widely acknowdged challenges that they face are due to instabilityrining
that in many devleoping countries men dominate th@f crops and consumer's lackadaiscial perception
position of entrepreneur while the women are mainlytowards healthy products:
the workforce that ensure production is met. The@n
equal distribution of entrepreneurs in terms oferac
whereby the Malays and Indians are the ones tleat ar
much involved in contract farming. The average afje
these entrepreneurs are 37 years and this is indeed
good news as much have been said in previous odsear
that the majority of farmers are from the senioe ag
group. In terms of level of education, the vastarity
of them have a secondary education certificate evhil
only 29% of them have college experience. Thus it
not surprising to identify that the mean farming  consumers. Market is interested only with
experience of these farmers are 12 years meanatg th ~ vegetables that look beautiful, like the
once they have completed their secondary education, hypermarket, they complain that my cabbage had a
they eventually became farmers. Another important  couple of holes, after that they said please wash
point from the socio demographic profile is that properly because hypermarkets do not like
contract farming does provide a fairly commendable  vegetables with holes, meaning from that aspect,
income whereby the average income of these farmers they do not care to the extensive usage of
are RM3250 and this prove yet again that farming is  pesticides’ (Respodent 4)
actually a good source of income for those who went
into it in the right frame of mind.

'To implement sustainable agricultural practices
we need to have price stability for our crop. B t
price of cabbage keeps on falling and we are
unable to cover the production costs. We need
much support from the government to supply us
with subdized pesticides, price control and
monitoring the imports of crops from overseas’
(Repondent 3)

'We also have problems with the demands from

To overcome the challenges associated with the

implementation of sustainable agriculture practitks

Acceptance of sustainable agriculture practices: One  jnformants felt that the government can a play aemo
of the emerging sub themes within the theme of

X > . . _important role. One of the informants mentionedt tha
acceptance of sustainable agriculture praacticdheis . . !
knowledge the contract farming entrepreneurs havé |s.not only 900‘?' enf)ugh to put signboards ond@o
regarding to sustainable agriculture practicesislt Agriculture Practices” everywhere but the needtfer
interesting to note that all of them have a soundiovernment to subsidize inputs for planting crops:
229



Am. J. Agri. & Bial. i, 6 (2): 227-230, 2011

If the authorities force us to implement sustairabl CONCLUSION

agriculture practices, we do not mind implementing

it. But we need much support from the government It is clearly exhibited that the crop farmers are

to control the prices of inputs for us so that wit w willing to adopt sustainable agriculture practiesghey

not be manipulated by middlemen later who will have sufficient knowledge and belief towards it.

sell the required inputs at a higher price’ However, it is clear that much support is needednfr

(Respondent 5) the authorities to ensure that these crop farmérsiat

fall into the trap of achieving short-term gainsaggin

Another informant was bold enough to mentionand again it is proven that the crave for financial
that to ensure sustainable agriculture practices istability can single-handedly deny the agenda of
implemented in Malaysia, the government can makechieving sustainable agriculture development that
drastic rules such as refusing to purchase crap®s fr caters the curent and future needs. The fulfillmeit
producers that use extensive pesticides that eerhanachieving sustainable agriculture among the farming
production: community definitely requires much effort and sheei

from all its stakeholders as it is clear crop farsrigave

The authorities can check the level of pesticideyet to imprint in their mind and soul the relevarafe

usage on crops and if the tests showed that thaccepting and implementing sustainable agriculture

level is above the permissible one, then the cropgractices in their farming activities.

should be rejected and the govenment agencies will

not market such crops. If those who use less REFERENCES
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